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Protective Services Officers 
have been deployed to city train 
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF COMMISSIONER 


T hose of you who catch trains from inner city 

stations after dark will be pleased to know the first 
squad of Protective Services Officers (PSO) dedicated 
to the rail network have been deployed at some 
city stations. 

As highlighted on page 10 in this edition of Police 
Life, the PSOs have been deployed to Flinders Street 
and Southern Cross stations and will soon commence 
duties at North Melbourne. 

It is exciting to see them in and around the train 
stations and I look forward to managing the roll out 
of the program over the next few years. 

The PSOs will provide comfort to evening commuters 
and families as well as a friendly and professional point 
of contact for those in need of assistance. 

They are trained, equipped and ready to make a 


difference, bringing reassurance to the hundreds 
of thousands of people who use our railway network 
every day. 

I have been very pleased with the enthusiasm of the 
people we have recruited so far, and the broad range 
of skills and experiences they are bringing to the job. 
Many of the graduates have told me they believe the 
job will be challenging and rewarding. 

Recruitment and training are ongoing and we still 
want more quality applicants, so if you know of anyone 
who might be suitable please encourage them to apply. 

I know that seeing the PSOs on the stations will give 
you more confidence and security to use the trains, 
especially at night. 

I wish you happy and safe travels. 

KEN LAY, APM 
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A DATABASE 

.01 Being on the community register 
will help keep residents safe. 

FOR THE LATEST POLICE NEWS VISIT 

www.vicpolicenews.com.au 
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CONNECTING THE COMMUNITY 

EDITORIAL EBONNIE LORD 


CORIO POLICE HAVE DEVELOPED A REGISTER 
TO IMPROVE THE SAFETYOFTHOSE MOST 
VULNERABLE IN THEIR COMMUNITY. 


O ne hour was all it took for a 
five-year-old Corio boy to wander 
from his home and find his way to 
nearby train tracks, before aV/line 
train struck and killed him in March 
last year. 

The boy, Kieran, who is autistic, 
was described as curious, with a 
fascination for trains. 

Corio police station’s Senior 
Constable Troy Groves attended the 
scene and had to inform Kieran’s 
parents of the tragedy. 

The horrific incident moved 
Sen Const Groves to come up with 
a better way to manage missing 
children and adults who have a 
condition such as autism. 

As a result, Corio police station 
has launched a project to register 
information about those who have 
an increased vulnerability if they go 
missing. 

Sen Const Groves and his 
colleagues worked with Autism 
Victoria, the Department of Human 
Services, and Gateways Support 
Services, to use the existing 
Geelong Community Register as a 
tool for achieving this. 


The register includes contact 
information, nicknames, physical 
descriptions, known routines, 
behaviour triggers and favourite 
attractions. 

“If Kieran’s details had been on 
the register and we knew he had a 
fascination with trains, emergency 
services could have had easy 
access to that information and 
deployed members to look for 
him at train stations, tracks and 
crossings,” Sen Const Groves said. 

“The register details how to 
approach a child with autism, which 
assists police by giving guidance 
about how to speak to the child or 
young person in a reassuring way.” 

Sen Const Groves said the 
register relies on volunteers to 
administer it and the station is in 
need of more. 

Gateways chief executive officer 
Rosemary Malone said she was 
impressed with the initiative and 
said it was a step in the right 
direction for wider community 
involvement. 


“There is an urgent need for a 
register like this, but we didn’t know 
exactly how to go about getting one 
started, so it was fantastic when 
Corio police contacted us with the 
idea,” Ms Malone said. 

“If someone’s son or daughter 
absconds it is critical for relevant 
information to be available to assist 
police and emergency services to 
quickly find and communicate with 
the missing person.” 

Volunteered information is 
stored on a confidential database 
at Corio police station. 

For more information about 
the project or to express interest 
in becoming a volunteer for the 
register, contact Corio police station 
or visit www.geelongregister.org.au 
on the Internet. ■ 
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SMALLTALK 


VOXPOP 


HOW DO YOU BEST ENGAGE WITH 
YOUR COMMUNITY? 



SENIOR SERGEANT JENNY FORSYTH 

CHELTENHAM POLICE STATION 
“By talking to them and asking them what their 
concerns are, what police are doing right in their 
opinion and what police could do more of.” 


SERGEANT KRISTY MCPHEE 

BAYSIDE POLICE STATION 

“Proactive policing and speaking to the community 
are the best ways to help increase the public’s 
perception of safety.” 


SENIOR CONSTABLE JANET MAZZOLINI 

MOORABBIN POLICE STATION 
“To get out there with the public and make sure we 
are being seen, just speaking with the community 
gives them the sense that we are there to help.” 



POLICEFACT 


D|D YOU KNOW? . ■ 

It is an offence to consume alcohol while driving. The State 
Parliament of Victoria passed the law on 14 December. It is 
also an offence for the person accompanying a learner driver 
to drink alcohol. The Road Safety Act 1986 has been amended to 
reflect the new offences which attract penalty notices of $244. 


NBOX 


POLICE LIFE LOVES HEARING WHAT 
YOU THINK ABOUTTHE MAGAZINE, 
YOUR LOCAL POLICE AND VICTORIA 
POLICE IN GENERAL. 

WRITE, FAX OR EMAIL POLICE LIFE 
AT: POLICE LIFE, GPO BOX 913, 
MELBOURNE, 3005. 

FAX: 9247 5982 

EMAIL: policelife-mgr@police.vic.gov.au 

/Of)) FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK 
ATWWW.FACEBOOK.COM/ 
POLICELIFE ON THE INTERNET. 




Jesspup@VictoriaPolice Well done 
more idiots off the roads, keep it up! 

@Nancy D’Aspromonte After 
tonight I have even more respect 
for @VictoriaPolice, what 
admirable heroes! 

Mendovasilevski@VictoriaPolice 

All cops are legends, have a great 
weekend police 1 

Mason PeterJWictoriaPaliee 

Love vou r work! Police impound 
porci $! Chelsea, 


SPEEDY SERVICE 

There was a party next door to my 
house that had started at roughly 
noon on Saturday, 3 December. 

It was still going at 4am on 
Sunday, 4 December. 

So I called the Boroondara police 
station and explained the situation. 

They sent two police members out 
within five minutes and the party 
was quietened down immediately. 

I was very impressed with 
this service. 

SALLY MARSHALL 
KEW 


LIFE SAVERS 

Thankyou to the police members 
who were called to my home on 
11 November at about 9am. 

I am an insulin dependent 
diabetic who lives alone and 
fortunately had a man here to fix 
my TV reception at 9am. 

He knocked at my door and could 
hear me, apparently very unwell 
inside. He called Triple Zero (000) 
for me. 

The police who attended saved 
my life, as I was so very unwell, 
unconscious I think. 

I’m told that I was only moments 
from death when the ambulance 
team arrived. 

Thank you Victoria Police, 
particularly the members who 
attended my home and saved 
my life, they were great and were 
all so nice. 

They clearly knew what they 
needed to do, they were amazing. 

I am so grateful for the skill and 
attention given to me in my hour 
of need. 


COMMUNITY-MINDED 

Once again your members have 
shown what wonderful rapport 
there is between themselves 
and the regular motorcycling 
community of Victoria on the 
MRAAToy Run. 

Unfortunately I have not been 
able to participate in the run but 
I get a massive thrill from seeing 
the organised ride progress along 
the Monash Freeway under the 
Brady Road bridge. 

Congratulations to all involved 
and as the ride merges with 
other groups along the way to 
Calder Park I have no doubt 
that it will continue to be an 
awesome experience with such a 
tremendous outcome. 

LINDA EVANS 
NORTH DANDENONG 


ROBERT ROBERTSON 
EAST DONCASTER 
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HAYES 


RANK Constable 
AGE 24 

GRADUATED April, 2009 
STATION Fawkner police station 


WHYDIDYOU DECIDE TO BECOME A POLICEWOMAN? 

Growing up with two brothers forced me to learn how to stick up for 
myself and I guess this made me become strong-minded and ethical. 

I needed a job where I wasn’t going to get bored and that would allow 
me to grow. 

WHAT DO YOUR DUTIES INVOLVE? 

General duties policing provides us with the opportunity to explore a 
variety of areas within Victoria Police. On any given shift we could be 
attending emergency calls to things such as domestics, sex offences, 
shootings, and many more. 

WHAT IS THE MOST CHALLENGING PART OF POLICING? 

Seeing innocent children born into families that can’t provide them with 
a stable upbringing and feeling helpless, but knowing the least that 
I can do is make a referral to the Department of Fluman Services for 
them to investigate. 


WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR MOST MEMORABLE MOMENT AS 
APOLICE MEMBER? 

My first drug search warrant is really memorable. I can remember 
explaining it to my colleagues as being a bit like a movie scene. We 
busted to the hotel room, into a smoke-filled room, my sergeant was 
yelling for everyone to get their hands up, the offenders were caught by 
surprise, bags of amphetamines, scales, ice pipes and cash on the tables. 
It was the start of my interest into the drug world and wanting to get 
more of these people off the streets. 

WHAT IS THE HARDEST THING ABOUT BEING A POLICE MEMBER? 

Drifting apart from friends that you thought you would have forever 
because they don’t understand or appreciate how hard this job is 
mentally and physically. 

WHAT DO YOU HOPE TO DO IN THE FUTURE? 

During a lecture from a detective at the Victoria Police Academy, he said 
“put up your hand if you want to be a detective one day”. I turned to my 
squad mate and said, “me, a detective? Not a chance”. But as my career 
has broadened so has my mind and now I aspire to have that yellow 
Freddie (the pass detectives wear). 

WHAT DO YOU DO ON YOUR DAYS OFF? 

I play sport and spend time with friends and family. Being in this job 
really makes you realise how important your loved ones are. I play sport 
to stay sane, it’s my therapy. 
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BRIEFING 


VICTORIA POLICE 

TOP 10 STORIES FROM 

www.vicpolicenews.com.au 




3. Black Saturday 
third anniversary 


T he third anniversary of Black Saturday was marked by memorial services 
to remember the 173 people who lost their lives when horrific fires swept 
across the state. 



S earch and Rescue members 
successfully saved a paraglider 
after he crashed into a tree 
near Bright. 

The 68-year-old paraglider from 
St Kilda took off from the Mystic Hill 
Hang gliding ramp. 

After getting into trouble, he 
successfully deployed his emergency 
chute before colliding with the top of a 
tree, 25 to 30 metres off the ground. 

He was rescued with minimal injuries. 


2 . Drug 
haul 

Seymour police arrested 
three men after the 
discovery of a cannabis 
crop with a street value 
of about $12,000 in the 
Kinglake National Park. 

Police seized 16 cannabis 
plants, up to 1.5 metres 
high, and equipment 
including shovels and a 
post hole digger. 

A 47-year-old Kinglake 
man, a 31-year-old Lalor 
man and a 23-year-old 
Melton man were later 
arrested. 

The men will be charged 
with cultivating a drug of 
dependence,possession 
of drugs and using a drug 
of dependence. 


Those fires were to become known as the worst in Australia's recorded 
history, on a day that Victoria's temperature soared to 48.8 degrees Celsius 
and humidity dropped to just four percent. 

Many members played important roles during the fires, safely evacuating 
hundreds of people. In the aftermath, they had the terrible job of sifting 
through the ashes to identify victims. 


4. Caught drink driving - twice 

A 40-year-old unlicensed man was caught drink-driving twice 
in Bacchus Marsh. 

After initially being intercepted by police in Millbank Street at 5.35pm, the 
man returned an evidentiary blood alcohol reading of 0.217. He was instructed 
by police not to drive and released pending summons. 

Around 8.45pm the same night, the 
man was back behind the wheel and 
involved in a traffic incident while 
travelling north on Gisborne Road. 

He was taken to Bacchus Marsh 
police station and returned a further 
blood alcohol reading of 0.199. 

He is expected to be charged 
on summons with driving under 
the influence, careless driving, 
exceeding the prescribed 
concentration of alcohol and 
unlicensed driving. 





CAN I COME 
BACK? 

Yea police station’s 
Sergeant Trevor Connell 
received a strange phone 
call recently. 

A man explained that about 40 
years ago he had been shooting 
on a Sunday in Yea, which was an 
offence back then, when the local 
policeman turned up. 

While no formal action was taken the 
member directed the man to “leave Yea and 
never return”. 

After explaining his story to Sgt Connell 
the man asked “would it be alright if I paid 
a visit to Yea now?” 


BOMB SCARE 

Stunned police had to evacuate 
the Rosebud police station, after 
a man walked in and asked if he 
could drop off a bomb. 

The incident sparked a major police 
operation as bomb experts were 
called to the scene to inspect the 
unexploded artillery shell. 

It is understood the man found it 
at a tip and decided to hand it to 
police for disposal. 

It was later found to be 
inoperable. 
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OVERSEAS NEWS: WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THE WORLD OF POLICING? 



O SWEDEN 

| Police in Stockholm are on the hunt for a gang 
| of thieves who hug their victims in a tactic to 
| steal their wallets and mobile phones. Police 
| believe the group of about four, dubbed the 
| ‘hugging thieves’ robbed about 20 people during 
| January and February. 


Q USA 

A seven-year-old girl managed to fight off an 
abduction attempt in a department store in 
Georgia. CCTV footage from the store showed 
a man attempting to abduct the girl in the 
toy section of the store. Police captured and 
charged the 25-year-old man shortly after. 


5. Silly driver 


P olice were astounded at the actions of a 46-year- 
old man behind the wheel of a speeding and 
overcrowded vehicle on the Monash Freeway. 

Stonnington Highway Patrol members intercepted the 
man's vehicle in Glen Iris after he was detected doing 
109 kilometres in an 80km zone at 9pm. 

Police found six people in the five-seater vehicle, 
including an unrestrained two-year-old child. 

Police immediately impounded the vehicle for 30 days 
underthe hoon legislation. 




6. Sophisticated 
drug lab smashed 


A sophisticated drug syndicate was busted following 
raids in Melbourne’s north-west uncovering guns, 
a taser, false ID printers, cash and a drug operation 
worth about $15 million. 

Members from the Special Operations Group, 
Intelligence and Covert Support, Clandestine 
Laboratory Squad and Operation Tasking and 
Support took part in the operation, which resulted in 
four men being arrested. 

They were bailed to face court at a later date. 

Detective Senior Constable Warren Day from the 
Clandestine Laboratory Squad said the raids 
uncovered the most sophisticated clandestine 
laboratory police had seen in a decade. 


7. Record low road 
toll for 2011 

V ictoria Police confirmed a record low road toll 
for the fourth consecutive year following the 
announcement of the final road trauma results 
for 2011. 

With 287 deaths recorded on Victorian roads 
last year, one less than in 2010, the final toll 
results have highlighted speed, alcohol, drugs and 
vulnerable road users as major concerns for 
road policing. 

Deputy Commissioner (Regional and Road 
Policing) Kieran Walshe said the final road toll 
statistics highlighted the hard work that members 
put in to road policingthroughout 2011. 

"These statistics are a credit to the hard work 
and dedication to road policing that every 
Victoria Police member maintained throughout 
2011," he said. 

"I am very thankful for the tireless effort 
members have shown to not only enforce road 
policing, but also to continue to educate the 
community on the importance of road safety." 

8. Car to tackle 
youth crime 

Y arra Ranges police launched a dedicated 
youth car to tackle the over representation of 
young people as offenders and victims of crime. 

The youth car aims to see a reduction in crime 
and build positive relationships between young 
people and local police within the Yarra Ranges 
Police Service Area (PSA). 

Each of the 10 police stations within 
the PSA will share use of the car on Friday 
and Saturday 
evenings, covering 
different response 
zones and issues 
relevant to the area 
for that week. 


9. Safety 
award 

Victoria Police was awarded the Institute 
of Public Administration Australia’s (IPAA) 
prestigious Leading the Way in Health, Safety 
and Wellbeing Award. 

Chief Commissioner Ken Lay accepted 
the award, which recognises leadership in 
promoting the health, safety and wellbeing 
of staff. Victoria Police was a joint winner 
with the Department of Sustainability 
and Environment. 

Mr Lay said he was very pleased that Victoria 
Police was acknowledged for the work it had 
done towards improving workplace safety. 

“I was very proud to stand up and receive 
the award from IPAA for our work in reducing 
workplace injuries over the last few years.” 


10. Brimbank 
YRO Citizen of 
the Year 

Keilor Downs police station’s Youth 
Resource Officer Leading Senior Constable 
Gerard Dickinson won the City of 
Brimbank’s Citizen of the Year award. 

Ldg Sen Const Dickinson was nominated 
for his tireless community work, on and 
off duty. 

As part of his role, Ldg Sen Const 
Dickinson does school visits, mentors 
young offenders and links them with 
proactive programs, some of which he has 
been responsible for introducing. 





NUMBER 

CRUNCHING 


0.304 

30 

44 

103 

A Narre Warren woman blew 0.304 after 
being involved in a minor collision. The 34-year- 
old was driving with a six-month-old baby inside 
the vehicle. 

A man lost his black Porsche for 

30 days after being detected 
travelling at 115 kilometres in a 

40 km zone in Chelsea. 

Deputy Commissioner (Regional and Road 
Policing) Kieran Walshe will retire from Victoria 
Police in July, after 44 years of service. 

During Operation Summer Holiday, an 
initiative aimed at reducing antisocial 
behaviour at beaches in the Southern Metro 
Region, 103 penalty notices were handed out. 
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SANDRA LOST HER LICENCE FOR SPEEDING 
ABOUTSIX MONTHS AGO, BUT NEEDEDTO GO 
TO THE SHOPPING CENTRE. WHO IS GOING 
TO KNOW SHE IS UNLICENSED?VICTORIA 
POLICE’S AUTOMATED NUMBER PLATE 
RECOGNITION (ANPR)TEAM,THAT’S WHO. 


A SAFER VICTORIA 

EDITORIAL JANAE HOUGHTON 
PHOTOGRAPHY ANDREW HENSHAW 


I t may look a little like a mobile 
speed camera sitting next to 
a black van, but the Automated 
Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) 
camera is a high-tech device that 
can scan number plates and check 
them against relevant databases in 
the blink of an eye. 

Used as a road safety tool 
to reduce fatalities and trauma, 
Victoria Police implemented the 
technology in July. The system can 
scan up to 2500 number plates per 
hour lookingfor unlicensed drivers, 
unregistered or stolen vehicles and, 
drivers with interlock conditions. 

Any general duties police, 
Highway Patrol (HWP) Units or 
taskforces can use the camera for 
operations at anytime of the day 
or night. 

Road Policing Enforcement 
Superintendent Dean McWhirter 
said the system helped weed out 
unsuspecting criminal drivers. 

“Research has shown that 
unregistered and unlicensed 
drivers are more likely to be 
involved in road collisions causing 
trauma,” Supt McWhirter said. 


“ANPR can be easily set up in 
various locations and conditions 
and it scans number plates against 
the VicRoads and LEAP databases, 
which are updated daily, to find out 
a driver’s history. 

“So, if someone doesn’t have 
a driver’s licence or their car is 
unregistered and think they won’t 
get caught if theyjump behind the 
wheel, chances are they will.” 

Victoria Police has 10 vans fitted 
out with ANPR equipment and 
employs 10 Road Safety Officers 
(RSO) to operate the cameras. As 
number plates are scanned and 
processed through the system, an 
alert will sound when an offending 
vehicle is detected. 

The RSO then relays the 
information to nearby members via 
the police radio. 

Footscray police station’s 
Sergeant Dean Waters has used 
ANPR a number of times within the 
Maribyrnong area, which includes 
suburbs such as Footscray and 
Maidstone, and said the system 
helped scan for a range of offences. 

“We’ve found it successful for 
finding drivers who aren’t complying 
with interlock conditions, after drink 
driving offences. 

“ANPR can tell us instantly if a 
driver should have one, we can then 
pull the driver over and check. At 
a recent operation, we detected 
three in one night who didn’t have 
the device fitted, we may not have 
found out otherwise,” he said. 


During a recent operation 
held over three days within the 
Maribyrnong area, where the 
ANPR camera was set up on the 
side of the road with six police cars 
close by, 11,563 number plates 
were scanned. 

Of those, one driver had their 
car impounded, seven disqualified 
and 12 unlicensed drivers were 
detected and fined, 55 unregistered 
cars were found and two people 
were arrested for other matters. 

Because many people are still 
unaware of what ANPR does, 

Sgt Waters said drivers were often 
surprised when pulled over. 

“Many people still think it is a 
mobile speed camera and they will 
flash drivers coming the other way, 
but that does nothing. 

“When we pull over someone, 
they are shocked as to how we 
instantly know they are unlicensed 
or unregistered.” 

While AN PR’s main aim is to 
catch people driving illegally, there 
have been some unexpected finds 
along the way. 

During one ANPR operation, 
stolen number plates were 
detected and the driver pulled over. 
Police decided to search the vehicle 
and found imitation handguns, 
balaclavas, bolt cutters and other 
items that had been used during an 
armed robbery. 

A driver in St Albans was 
pulled over for having an 
unregistered and un-roadworthy 
car, police then found counterfeit 
money in the vehicle. 
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During another operation a car 
was intercepted because it was 
un-roadworthy and the licence 
conditions of the driver had been 
breached. After searching the car it 
was found that the boat the car was 
towing was stolen and inside were 
drugs and weapons. 

The Fawkner FIWP also 
uses ANPR consistently in road 
traffic operations. 

Senior Sergeant Yvonne 
Upton said the FIWP policed Flume, 
Moreland and Moonee Valley. 

“Within these areas there is a 
high rate of recidivist suspended 
drivers, so we often run operations 
using other agencies such 
the Sheriffs office and the 
Environment Protection Authority. 

“In the last one we ran, the 
Sheriffs office collected more than 
$1 million in unpaid fines. It was 
also very successful for us.” 


Sen Sgt Upton said her crew had 
also had some surprises turn up 
when pulling cars over. 

“We had one man who was 
wanted on a parole violation and he 
was taken straight back to prison. 

“Another time we pulled over a 
suspended driver in Bell Street, 
Coburg, and as one of our members 
had his hand in the window 
reaching for his licence, the guy 
took off. 

“Fie was arrested two days 
later in relation to 22 different 
charges and was remanded to face 
court later. 

“Sometimes we will pull a driver 
over for something simple like 
being unregistered and it turns into 
a whole lot more. I guess it’s just 
another added bonus of ANPR,” 

Sen Sgt Upton said. 


ALWAYS SCANNING 

.01 Footscray police station’s 
Sergeant Dean Waters 
addresses a briefing before 
an ANPR operation. 

.02 Road Safety Officer Brendan 
scans number plates. 

.03 Police pull over a car that has 
come to ANPR’s attention. 

.04 Police talk to the driver about why 
they were pulled over. 
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SAFER STATIONS > 

.01 Protective Services Officers 
are now deployed at inner 
city stations. 

.02 Part of their role is to interact with 
the community. 

.03 PSOs will ensure the public feel 
safe when commuting at night. 











COMING FROM 
A RANGE OF 
BACKGROUNDS 
AND FORMER 
EMPLOYMENT, 

THE FIRST SQUAD 
OF PROTECTIVE 
SERVICES OFFICERS 
(PSO), RECRUITED 
TO WORK AT TRAIN 
STATIONS, HAS BEEN 
DEPLOYED TO CITY 
STATIONS. POLICE 
LIFE FOUND OUT 
WHAT ATTRACTED 
THEMTOTHEJOB. 

O ver the next three years, Victoria 
Police will recruit hundreds of 
Protective Services Officers (PSO) 
to ensure the safety of commuters 
on the state’s railway network. 

Members of the first squad are 
now working at Flinders Street, 
Southern Cross and other city train 
stations and are enjoying their 
newly-created roles. 

PSO Ken Grech, 31, decided to 
become a PSO after a career in 
aviation security. 

“I believe I have developed good 
people and communication skills 
over the years and what better way 
to enhance these skills, than in this 
new, but exciting role? 

“These skills were further 
developed throughout our training, 
and we were able to demonstrate 
them during an observation shift, 
working with police at Flinders 
Street Train Station. 

“Part of that shift involved talking 
to the community and asking 
them about their perceptions of 
PSOs. All the feedback was really 
positive and reinforced the public’s 
acceptance of having us at 
the stations. 


“I am looking forward to working 
closely with police from the Transit 
Safety Division and having a 
presence on the rail network. Most 
importantly it will be great to be a 
part of making the public feel safe 
to use public transport.” 

Victoria Police is looking for 
healthy, community-focused people 
who want to be part of creating a 
safer public transport system. 

The PSOs undergo an in-depth, 

12-week training program at the 
Victoria Police Academy with 
experienced police instructors. 

Chief Commissioner Ken Lay 
said it was exciting to have the first 
batch of public transport PSOs on 
the platforms. 

“It is really good to see them 
out there interacting with the 
community and creating a safer 
environment for commuters. I look 
forward to a steady roll out of PSOs 
over the next couple of years,” 

Mr Lay said. 

“We have had good interest 
in the positions and so far our 
recruits have come from varied 
backgrounds. If anyone is 
interested in inquiring about these 
positions, please ring up or visit 
our website to find out more about 
these challenging roles.” 

After working as a marketing and 
communications manager, PSO Joe 
Bianchi decided he wanted to make 
Victorians feel safer on the public 
transport system. 



For information about becoming a PSO and how to 
apply visit www.policecareer.vic.gov.au/pso 
on the Internet. Alternatively, call the recruitment 
office on 132 001. 


“I’m very proud to be among the 
first PSOs to help implement this 
great safety initiative.” 

The well-travelled 37-year-old 
urged others to consider the role. 

“Take the challenge and become 
a PSO, it is challenging and also 
very rewarding.” 

PSOs will carry guns and receive 
the same extensive firearms and 
defensive tactics training that 
police do. 

They have a range of powers to 
prevent and reduce crime, violence 
and antisocial behaviour at and 
around train stations. 

PSOs have the power to 
apprehend, detain and remove 
offenders. They can also arrest 
people found to be drunk and 
disorderly, can issue move on 
directions, detain a person who 
is believed to have committed 
a serious offence, hand out 
infringements for graffiti and seize 
liquor from minors. 

The role also offers a range of 
entitlements such as seven weeks 
recreational leave per year, with an 
additional 10 days accrued time off, 
maternity and paternity leave and 
study leave. 

Father of two PSO Ben Roberts, 
34, formally an operations 
supervisor with the Police Transport 
Branch, said the challenges the role 
offered appealed to him. 

“It is a chance to make a real 
difference and to be a part of 
something new,” he said. 

“The afternoon shifts suit 
my current lifestyle and I look 
forward to the diversity this job will 
offer me.” 


PSO Roberts said the job might 
not suit everyone, so it is important 
to learn about the role before 
applying. 

“The job requires a lot of 
dedication and commitment, 
but looks like it will be extremely 
rewarding. Find out as much about it 
as you can to see if it is right for you.” 

Mr Lay said ensuring public 
safety, especially on public 
transport was a key priority of 
Victoria Police. 

“Data shows that not many 
people say they feel safe on public 
transport at night. We want to 
change this perception and that is 
where the PSOs come in,” he said 

“The Transit Safety Division 
constantly monitors trends and 
issues on the public transport 
system and its members will work 
closely with the PSOs to provide 
support and mentoring in the role.” 

“Our objective is to improve 
safety and make the public 
transport system so that more 
people feel they can use it at night. 

“With the roll out of our first train 
station PSOs, we are on the way to 
achieving this.”* 
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Watchhouse members are ready for a busy day in Collingwood. 


Collingwood police conduct a foot patrol along busy Smith Street. 
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EDITORIAL CHELSEA ARNOLD 
PHOTOGRAPHY ANDREW HENSHAW 



Senior Constable Blake Amos and Constable Sarah Bennett talk to Rajni Const Bennett conducts a search in the long grass alongtheYarra River, 

at Mezinaxafe in Smith Street. 
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I t is a busy Tuesday at Collingwood 
police station. 

The watchhouse is hectic 
with jobs conning in, there is a man 
being interviewed over an interstate 
fraud ring and the day crew is about 
to take the divisional van out on 
the road. 

By all accounts, it is a typical 
day at the station, Senior Sergeant 
Glenn Harbecksaid. 

Sen Sgt Harbeck just loves his 
station. In fact, he can often be found 
dusting cobwebs off the police sign 
that hangs above the front door of 
the heritage-listed station. 


After 45 years - and as one of 
the longest serving members “in 
the job” - he is as passionate about 
policing and training good police as 
he was when he joined in 1966. 

Collingwood is an ideal training 
ground for police recruits to learn 
the ropes, with an interesting mix 
of crime, traffic and community 
police work. 

“We’ve got some really terrific 
young members working here at 
Collingwood,” Sen Sgt Harbeck said. 

“Here they get to attend and 
investigate all types of crime. It’s 
the quality of investigations that 
sets them up for later in their 
policing careers,” he said. 

Forty-four police members 
are based at the station just four 
kilometres from the CBD.The 
response zone covers Collingwood, 
Abbotsford, Clifton Hill and parts 
of Alphington and Fairfield and 
comprises high-density housing 
with high-rise and low-rise estates. 

The residential population of the 
City of Yarra, of which Collingwood 
is a part of, is 80,000. On any one 
day, 58,000 people also come to the 
area to work. 



Sergeant Greg Dean and Constable Sarah Bennett do a quick check on Princes 
Park. Police used to work the football ground back in its heyday. 


After a quick morning briefing 
with Sen Sgt Harbeck, Police Life 
buckles up in the back of the patrol 
car and heads out with Sergeant 
Greg Dean, Senior Constable Blake 
Amos and Constable Sarah Bennett 
to conduct a patrol of busy 
Smith Street. 

The popular shopping strip is 
well-known for its cultural diversity, 
and police work hard to ensure 
everyone’s safety. 

Const Bennett said local police 
had been working to eradicate 
groups of people congregating and 
consuming alcohol in public areas 
alongthe shopping strip. 

A recent change in council by¬ 
laws makes it an offence to do so, 
and in turn it is having an impact. 

There are more than 150 licensed 
premises in the response zone but 
Sgt Dean said patrons are usually 
well-behaved. Foot patrols help 
increase the high-visible police 
presence in the area. 

The trio stop to talk to traders 
and locals while on patrol. 

A job comes through that, 
two doors down, there are two men 
in-store at Cash Converters who 
staff believe may be trying to sell 
stolen goods. 

A crew from Fitzroy police station 
also attends. 

Sen Const Amos and the Fitzroy 
police members question the 
men, who are known to police. The 
pair are also found to be allegedly 
carrying drugs and the vehicle they 
were travelling in is not registered 
to either of them. 


Sen Const Amos stays at the 
store to finish questioning the men 
and collect evidence. 

Sgt Dean and Const Bennett 
jump back in the patrol car and 
head off to a call at one of the high- 
rise estates on Hoddle Street. 

“Each high-rise estate has 20 
levels, so with a lot of people living 
in one confined area, conflicts are 
bound to come up,” Sgt Dean said. 

“It’s a really dynamic mix of 
socio-economic backgrounds. We 
have to be aware of the cultural 
differences and significances when 
communicating and dealing with 
the different groups.” 

Collingwood is also home to 
Australia’s first Neighbourhood 
Justice Centre (NJC) which has an 
on-site court, jail and community 
services such as drug, alcohol, 
mental health and victim support. 

Two police are rostered to work at 
the NJC on the days it operates. 

It is the variety of work and the 
dynamic pace that Sgt Dean enjoys 
about working at Collingwood. 

He was a constable at 
Collingwood in the early 1990s and 
enjoyed his time so much that he 
always vowed to return. 


...continued page 15 



Senior Sergeant Glenn Flarbeck is one of the longest-serving 
Victoria Police members. 
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COLLINGWOOD POLICE .03 

01 Police go on foot patrols along 
many Colli ngwood streets. 

.02 The Collingwood response zone 
is home to many industrial areas 
including Carlton and United 
Breweries. 

.03 Members do proactive 
and reactive work at public 
housing areas. 

Collingwood is an ideal training ground for police 
recruits to learn the ropes... 


...from page 14 


While driving along the Yarra 
Bend Road, police spot a man 
wandering aimlessly in the long 
grass. He chats to the police for a 
little while. 

Back on the road, the traffic 
is bumper to bumper on Hoddle 
Street. The busy thoroughfare 
carries hundreds of thousands of 
vehicles daily. It is notorious for 
rear-end collisions, Sgt Dean said. 

The Collingwood police members 
regularly conduct Random Breath 
Tests along Hoddle Street and 
also carry out joint road safety 
operations with theTAC and 
national agencies. 

Meanwhile, back at the station, 
the other members are busy 
filing paperwork and making field 
inquiries. 

Another crew is ready to head 
out for the next shift in the divvy 
van. Policing never stops at 
Collingwood. ■ 


"It's a really dynamic mix of socio-economic 
backgrounds. We have to be aware of the cultural 
differences and significances when communicating 
and dealing with the different groups.” 




Police patrol Collingwood train station. Collingwood police station originally opened in 1853. It moved to its current location 

in the heritage listed site behind the Collingwood Town Hall in 1896. 
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A SAFER VICTORIA 


EDITORIAL JANAE HOUGHTON 


T hose who watch the American 
drama series based on a bikie 
gang, Sons of Anarchy could be 
mistaken forthinking that it is a 
glamorous world, filled with money 
and prestige, with members being 
above the law. 

Not so, said the Crime 
Department’s Detective 
Superintendent Doug Fryer. 

“Many of the people in these 
organised motorcycle gangs 
(OMCG) are violent criminals, there 
is nothing glamorous about it. 

“Not every single person in an 
OMCG is a criminal, but most, if not 
all members know what is going on 
or are deliberately ignorant.” 

The Echo Taskforce, which has 
been operating since February last 
year, focuses on acting, preventing, 
detecting and disrupting the illegal 
activity of motorcycle gangs. 

“We will continue to identify the 
level of criminality of the OMCGs 
in Victoria and work with all the 
regions to reduce their footprint in 
criminality and intimidation of our 
community,” Det Supt Fryer said. 

“OMCGs have been linked to drug 
trafficking, extortion, car 
re-birthing and serious assaults. 

“They are trans-national and 
multi-jurisdictional in nature and 
so we are working closely with all 
of the other states to determine the 
best way to deal with these issues.” 

Echo Taskforce boss Detective 
Acting Inspector Chris Murray 
said an Australian Federal Police 
member was seconded to 
the squad. 


WE MEAN BUSINESS 

.01 Detective Superintendent Doug 
Fryer and Detective Acting 
Inspector Chris Murray with some 
of the loot they have uncovered 
from bikie gangs. 

VICTORIA POLICE’S ECHO TASKFORCE IS 
COMMITTEDTO PREVENTING, DETECTING 
AND DISRUPTING THE ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES OF 
ORGANISED MOTORCYCLE GANGS. 




“Working with our federal 
counterparts gives us that added 
reach. We work very closely in this 
space to great effect.” 

So far, the taskforce has been 
successful. Since February, police 
have seized more than 50 firearms 
and other weapons, drugs and 
cash after executing more than 
60 warrants. Many of these raids 
were at OMCG club houses and 
required forced entry by the Special 
Operations Group. 

Some of those weapons have 
included a mini sub-machine gun, 
tasers, ballistic vests and a pistol 
with a silencer. 

Det A/lnsp Murray said the 
bulk of Echo’s work is assisting 
the regions. 

“Our structure allows us to 
help the regions across a broad 
range of OMCG related activities 
including criminal investigations, 
road traffic incidents, event 
management and training.” 

Fie said the taskforce was in 
the process of rolling out an 
OMCG online training package to 
help members. 

“This will greatly improve our 
members’ ability to deal with OMCG 
related activities.” 

The Rebels, the largest 
OMCG within Australia, held its 
national run to Mildura with riders 
from across Australia converging 
in Victoria. 

Called Operation Aliti, the 
Western Region, under the 
command of Acting Assistant 
Commissioner Jack Blayney, 
coordinated the event with support 
from the Echo Taskforce and the 
Operations Response Unit. 


The operation was a true multi- 
jurisdictional event with assistance 
from the Australian Federal Police 
and New South Wales and South 
Australian police. 

Det A/lnsp Murray said all 
the police worked well together at 
the event. 

“We see this as the future of 
policing OMCGs. 

“It was an excellent example 
of police from all over Australia 
working together to show OMCGs 
that we mean business.” 

In Victoria, police spoke with 
and arrested a number of OMCG 
members for various crimes. Drugs 
and guns were confiscated and a 
number of compliance notices were 
handed out including seven-day 
notices for money owed to 
the Sheriff. 

There are more than 24 OMCGs 
operating in Victoria, with 
56 chapters. 

Det A/lnsp Murray said each club 
had its own myths, legends and 
cultures.These included things 
like rejecting social conventions, a 
contempt for authority, ownership 
of women and loyalty to the club 
and its members. 


“A big problem for us is that a lot 
of the crime these gangs engage 
in isn’t seen in the public eye, it 
is clandestine, operating through 
legitimate businesses such as 
tattoo parlours, nightclubs and 
exotic dance clubs,” he said. 

“But when we scratch the 
surface of these businesses, we 
find it is a cover for other things.” 

More recently, criminal activities 
within these businesses have 
included unprovoked attacks 
against people at licensed venues, 
violence against members and 
rivals of clubs, extortion and 
standover tactics of small business 
owners and firearms trafficking. 

Other crimes within bikie 
gangs include murder, drug and 
firearm offences, prostitution, 
motorcycle and vehicle theft, 
money laundering, violent, often 
unreported assaults and 
sex offences. 

Det A/lnsp Murray said the Echo 
Taskforce aimed to prevent and 
disrupt criminal activity within 
OMCGs and to instil community 
confidence in Victoria Police’s 
response to unlawful activities. 

“We are extremely proactive 
in getting out and speaking to as 
many OMCG members as we can. 

“This isn’t about targeting 
clubs, it is about targeting 
criminal behaviour. 

“We are certainly not there 
to spoil their good time at runs 
and functions, especially if their 
activities are within the law, but if 
they are going to hold these events, 
they will comply with the law like 
every other citizen.” ■ 
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CONNECTING THE COMMUNITY 

EDITORIAL JANAE HOUGHTON 
PHOTOGRAPHY COURTESY OF THE 
SUNDAY HERALD SUN 


F or 10 years Tammy* suffered 
unimaginable sexual abuse from 
the one man she should have been 
able to trust, her father. 

Despite him threatening to kill 
her mother if she told anyone of the 
abuse, verging on suicide,Tammy 
could not take it any longer and at 
age 14 told her mum. 

“I remember the day I told her, 
she asked exactly what Dad had 
been doingto me, but I knew 
that she instantly believed and 
supported me.” 

It tookTammy another year to 
find the strength to decide to talk to 
police about her childhood ordeal. 

It was then that Tammy met 
Dandenong Sexual Offences and 
Child Abuse Investigation Team’s 
(SOCIT) Acting Detective Sergeant 
Jo Mealia. 

“Tammy came to me when I was 
working at the Frankston police 
station’s pilot SOCIT site, so I knew 
I was able to work with her and 
her family from her initial report, 
through to any court processes,” 
A/Det Sgt Mealia said. 

Before the introduction of the 
SOCITs, Victoria Police had a 
number of Sexual Offences and 
Child Abuse Units (SOCAU). 

SOCAU members were trained 
to take victims’ statements, make 
referrals to support services and 
then pass the case to detectives 
from Crime Investigation Units 
(CIU).The detectives would then 
collect the forensic evidence, 
investigate the crimes and deal 
with the victims and the offenders. 

But as part of a 2006-07 Sexual 
Assault Reform Strategy, Victoria 
Police was given funding to trial 
two pilot sites at Frankston and 
Mildura, where members were 
specially trained as detectives. 



.02 


FACTS ABOUT SEXUAL ASSAULT: 

AUSTRALIAN BUREAU OF STATISTICS SHOW: 

' l Twelve per cent of women and 4.5 per cent of men in Australia report 
having been sexually abused before the age of 15. 

I- In 2005, 1,294,000 people living in Australia had experienced sexual 
abuse before the age of 15. 

11 Historically, about one in seven sexual assault victims report an offence. 

[ ] One in three women over the age of 15 have reported experiencing 
sexual or physical violence in their lifetime. 

! I About 75 per cent of all assaults against women happen at home. 

VICTORIA POLICE CRIME STATISTICS FOR 2010-11 SHOW 

11 Thirty-six per cent of victims of rape were living with, related to, 
or in a relationship with the perpetrator. 


COMING FORWARD 

.01 Victims are encouraged to 

speak to police if they have been 
sexually abused. 

.02 Tammy, in the background, and 
Acting Detective Sergeant Jo 
Mealia formed a bond. 


Followingthe success of 
the pilots, in August, 2009 Victoria 
Police endorsed the roll out of the 
SOCIT-model state-wide. As of 
February, that roll out was complete 
with 27 SOCITs now operating 
in Victoria. 

The Crime Department’s Sexual 
and Family Violence Unit Detective 
Superintendent Rod Jouning said 
the training SOCIT detectives 
receive is world-leading. 

“The specialist training we 
provide has a particular emphasis 
on understanding the predatory 
nature of this type of offending and 
how this can most effectively be 
presented to a court in support of 
the victims,” he said. 

“We know that, unfortunately, 
the majority of people who are 
victims of sexual assault currently 
do not report it to police. We want 
to change this by dedicating 
significant resources to improving 
our response to sexual assault. 

“In this way a far greater number 
of offenders can be brought to 
justice and this will encourage 
other victims to report offending.” 

A/Det Sgt Mealia understands 
what courage it takes for a victim to 
come forward. 

“It tookTammy about a year 
from when she told her mum 
about the abuse to decide to talk 
to us. Tammy is such a courageous 
person,” she said. 

Tammy urges victims of sexual 
assault to find the strength to 
report it to police. 

“I won’t lie, coming forward and 
having to relive every detail of what 
happened to you is a nightmare, an 
absolute nightmare, but once you 
have gone through your statement, 
it is like a weight has been lifted 
from you. 


“What gave me the strength 
wasjustthis nagging thought that 
what if he did what he did to me to 
someone else?” 

A/Det Sgt Mealia admits the 
process can be harrowing for some 
victims, but empowering for others. 

“We do have to make the victim 
re-live their story piece by piece, 
but this is so we can get the best 
evidence to take the case to court 
and hopefully make the person 
who committed these crimes 
accountable. 

“Tammy did a brilliant job 
and while specific dates aren’t 
necessarily important, little details 
like what she was wearing or what 
time of the day it was made all 
the difference and the case 
was stronger.” 

Tammy’s father was 
convicted of 52 charges and 
sentenced to 15 years in jail with 
a 12-year non-parole period. 

He appealed the severity of the 
sentence, but in October the 
sentence was reinstated. 

One of Chief Commissioner 
Ken Lay’s top priorities is to see 
Victoria Police reduce and prevent 
instances of violence and abuse 
against women and children. 

He wants to see more victims 
come forward and for them to know 
the police are there, ready to listen 
and support them. 


“I know that reporting these 
insidious crimes to police can 
be extremely difficult for people 
who have been victims of them. I 
strongly encourage them to contact 
police and tell their story.” 

Tammy agrees with this sentiment. 

“If I can do it, anyone can. The 
police were so wonderful and 
supportive. I broke down quite a few 
times throughout the process, but 
Jo was always there to help. 

“I think all victims, no matter how 
hard you think it will be, or if you 
feel like no one else believes you, 
you should go to the police, you will 
be supported instantly and feel so 
much better.” 

To get in contact with a 
SOCIT ring your local police station. 
If it is an emergency, call 
Triple Zero (000). ■ 

* Victim’s name changed to 
protect her identity. 
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,-THE OPERATIONS RESPONSE UNIT(ORU) 

CAN BE TASKED TO ATTEND EVERYTHING 
FROM BUSHFIRESAND FLOODS TO PROTEST 
AND STREET PARTIES'. 

, - 


ON CALL 

.01 The Operations Response Unit 
has access to quad motorcycles 
to do patrols. 

.02 In New Zealand, the ORU worked 
with local police. 

.03 ORU members are not afraid to 
get their hands dirty. 








EDITORIAL CHELSEA ARNOLD 
PHOTOGRAPHY ANDREWHENSHAW 


F loods, earthquakes, presidential 
visits and back to basics policing 
duties - it is all in a day’s work 
for the Operations Response 
Unit (ORU). 

At a moment’s notice 
large contingents of ORU members 
can be deployed to saturate a 
problem area or to assist in an 
emergency situation. 

The ORU is the single-largest 
specialist unit in Victoria Police, with 
a total strength of 289 members. 

With a roster as long as he is tall, 
officer in charge, Inspector Nigel 
Howard is responsible for deploying 
150 members of the ORU on any 
given day. 

It is a challenging job, but one he 
is passionate about. 

“The beauty of the ORU is that 
the deployment of members comes 
from one area, so it does not impact 
on police resources out in the 
community,” Insp Howard said. 

“We are not the primary response 
unit, we are there to back-up local 
police. We support the members 
out in their local areas.” 


Since the ORU was formed in 
2010, the unit has responded to 
more than 10,000 incidents. 

Last year alone, the ORU was 
called upon to carry out everything 
from random breath tests, to 
providing a highly visible presence 
around late-night precincts, 
through to large-scale searches 
and providing high-level security. 

Over summer, the ORU 
was out in force as part of 
Operation Firesetter. 

“On Code Red days we play 
a crime prevention role,” Insp 
Howard said. 

“We manage persons of interest 
and conduct highly visible patrols. 
It’s a community reassurance role 
so members of the public can see 
we are out there protecting the 
community. 

“From fires to floods, members 
were tasked to help rescue and 
recovery efforts during the floods 
in northern Victoria last summer, 
while another 40-member 
deployment assisted after the 
devastating floods in Queensland. 

“In Brisbane, we were buddied 
up with Queensland members and 
carried out basic policing duties. 

“Then a few weeks later, when 
an earthquake hit Christchurch, 
New Zealand we jumped on a 
plane and carried out emergency 
management with teams from all 
around the world. We were working 
on the outer cordon to prevent 
looting and other antisocial issues. 

“Then we became involved in 
working with Urban Search and 
Rescue helping in the search for the 
missing and deceased people in the 
central business district. 


About 100 ORU members 
travelled to Perth for two 
weeks in October where they 
carried out security duties at 
the Commonwealth Heads of 
Government Meeting and most 
recently, 26 members flew to 
Darwin to support other police 
agencies across Australia and 
New Zealand for United States’ 
President Barack Obama’s visit. 

“Something always comes up so 
the work changes. It is the variation 
in jobs and the tasking that makes 
you feel like you are really making a 
difference,” Insp Howard said. 

“You feel a lot of pride in the 
work you do when you get to go to 
a big operation.” 

But it is not all emergencies 
and overseas and interstate 
deployments.The ORU’s 
day-to-day role focuses on back 
to basics policing. 

The ORU is bound by a priority 
rating system with all work tasked 
by the State Policing Office. 

Operations and the police 
response to jobs are based on 
priorities, performance data, 
and risk assessments among 
other factors. 

The ORU’s current priorities 
include targeting crimes against 
the person and burglaries in 
metropolitan areas. 


The ORU is split into five teams 
- four ORU teams and one Public 
Order Response Team (PORT) - 
each is assigned to one of the 
priority divisions. 

“We work with local management 
to come up with strategies to target 
these areas,” Insp Howard said. 

“There are enormous opportunities 
for community engagement.” 

The PORT was formed last 
June and is made up of about 105 
members. It is tasked to attend 
riots, protests, out of control parties 
and other public order incidents. 

“We go out early on Saturday 
nights to do a lot of proactive 
policing and stop things before 
they happen. We have been able 
to deploy the PORT to respond to 
out of control street parties and we 
work together with the Safe Streets 
taskforce. We have a zero tolerance 
approach and that is why it works.” 

But it is the people that Insp 
Howard attributes to the success 
of the ORU. 

“We have a fantastic team of 
people. We have set our culture from 
day one so we have high professional 
standards. We have achieved some 
fantastic results and exceeded 
everyone’s expectations. 

“We really are making 
a difference.”* 


"Something always comes up so the 
work changes. It is the variation in jobs and the 
tasking that makes you feel like you are really 
making a difference." 
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IT IS NOT ONLY POLICE MEMBERS WHO PUT 
THEMSELVES ON THE LINE WHEN CHASING 
DOWN CRIMINALS. CANINES FROM THE 
VICTORIA POLICE DOG SQUAD HAVE A LONG 
HISTORY OF PUTTING THEMSELVES IN 
DANGER TO PROTECTTHE COMMUNITY, AND 
SOMETIMES GETTING INJURED OR EVEN 
KILLED. HERE ARE SOME OFTHEIRTALES. 
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SALEM 


It was 6 June, 2009 at about 
4.30pm when Sergeant Wayne 
Gatt, then a senior constable, and 
German Shepherd Salem were 
called to a job at the Newport 
railway yards in response to 
youths doing graffiti. Salem was 
released to search the area and he 
located four offenders. On seeing 
the police, the youths ran off 
and Sgt Gatt called out to stop or 
Salem would be sent after them. 
They continued running so Salem 
was released and got hold of one 
of the offenders’ leg. The other 
three stopped and starting kicking 
Salem and hitting him around the 
head with a baseball bat. 

Sgt Gatt caught up to the group 
and sprayed the offenders with OC 
Spray. They were then arrested. 
Salem received severe bruising, 
but fortunately no broken bones. 
Salem has since retired and 
passed away at age 11. 


DIGGER 


On April 8, 2005 at 2am Leading 
Senior Constable Paul Newman 
attended Syndal Railway Station, 
searching for four armed robbers. 
Along with German Shepherd 
Digger, the offenders were tracked 
to a backyard on Falconer Street. 
Digger was unclipped and ran into 
the bushes and came out the other 
side onto the street and chased 
the robbers. As he ran across busy 
Blackburn Road, he was hit by a 
car. He was found a short time 
later and Ldg Sen Const Newman 
drove him straight to a 24-hour 
Vet clinic. Sadly, Digger died 
about an hour later from massive 
internal injuries. 


VALUING OUR PEOPLE 


EDITORIAL JANAE HOUGHTON AND 
BLUE TAYLOR 

PHOTOGRAPHY SUZY WOOD 



BUTCH 


In July 1998, at 1am Sgt Trevor 
Studham and Rottweiler Butch 
were called to assist with a man 
who was threatening police with 
weapons at a Williamstown house. 
Police had retreated as talks 
with the man broke down and he 
lunged at one member. Butch 
bravely went to the member’s 
aid, getting the offender on the 
ground as he had been trained, 
but the offender had two knives 
and stabbed the dog in the throat. 
The offender was overpowered 
by Butch but he sustained a 
wound to his throat. Luckily, 
ambulance officers were on-scene 
to immediately work on Butch 
and save his life. The incident 
saw an outpouring of tributes 
for the brave police dog from the 
community and he went on to 
serve another four years in the 
Dog Squad before retiring. 


le Victoria Police Dog Squad 
Consists of more than 

40 operational dogs, including 

Labrador ‘sniffer dogs’, German 

Shepherd ‘generalises dogs’ and 
a feisty-looking Rottweile^| 

Senior Constable Mick CoTuls 
joined the Dog Squad three year^| 
ago and said he could not 
be happier. 

“Flin is my only partner and we 
have a big connection, you have to 
in this job.” 

But being a police dog does not 
come without its risks. Just like 
members, dogs can be injured, or 
killed, in the line of duty. However, 
they are also heavily protected 
by their partner and, in turn, they 
protect their handler. 

The dogs are not only used to 
find criminals, but also to locate 
missing and mentally ill people 
and to deter rowdy crowds at 
demonstrations such as the Occupy 
Melbourne protest in October. 

“Our dogs are also now trained 
to search for people who are buried 
or trapped due to natural disasters 
such as the floods, bushfires or 
earthquakes,”Sen Const Collins said. 

Sen Const Collins and Flin were 
the recipients of this year’s High 
Achievement Award for the most 
arrests. They took the prize with 
38 dog arrests, meaning the dog is 
responsible for findingthe person, 
nine dog assists, where the dog has 


AARON 


In April, 1978 Senior Sergeant 
Peter Given, then a senior 
constable, and German Shepherd 
Aaron were searching for an 
offender on top of a five-storey 
building in Dawson Street, 
Brunswick. On hearing a noise, 
Aaron ran to the edge of the roof to 
search, but unfortunately he lost 
his balance and fell about 
20 metres to his death. Speaking 
in a newspaper article at the time, 
Sen Sgt Given spoke of the 
devastation of losing his closest 
work colleague and devoted friend. 
“He was unconscious when I got 
to him and he died five minutes 
later,” he said. “I’m upset, it’s like 
losing your son. He was a very 
lovable dog, a real homely type.” 



pointed police in the right direction, 
leading to an arrest, and 19 arrests 
by the handler. 

The Dog Squad’s Senior Sergeant 
Shaun McGovern said all the dogs 
work well in high-risk situations. 

“Last year we were called to a job 
where a woman had been slashed 
with a knife after an argument 
at a petrol station,” he said. “The 
offender pushed the woman in the 
car, held her there as he doused her 
in petrol then set the car and her 
alight and the ! offender fled on foot 
down the highway. 

“Constable Michael Gale and his 
German Shepherd Mack attended 
this incident along with general 
duties members, and the Critical 
Incident Response Team. 

“Mack was able to find the 
offender by his scent, regardless of 
all the fuel and fire in the area. This 
just goes to show how good they 
are at what they do. 

“High risk jobs are commonplace 
for general purpose handlers 
and their dogs, however the variety 
is endless.”: 
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EPIJVIG SAFE 

Leading senior constables 
Christopher Jenkins (left) 
land Derek Smith saved a trio 
from tragedy. 
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EDITORIAL LEADING SENIOR 
CONSTABLE MARTY BEVERIDGE AND 
JANAE HOUGHTON 
PHOTOGRAPHY ANDREW HENSHAW 


IT WAS A CLEAR BUT COOL DAY WHEN A GRANDFATHER DECIDED 
TO TAKE HISTWO GRANDSONS FISHING, BUTTHINGS TOOK ATURN 
FOR THE WORST WHEN THEIR BOAT CAPSIZED. TWO FAST-ACTING 
MANSFIELD POLICEMEN ENSUREDTHE DAY DID NOT END IN TRAGEDY 


BOATING SAFETY TIPS: 

1 : Always wear a life jacket when in a boat or water vessel. 

11 Make sure someone knows where you are going and give them an 
estimated time you will arrive home. 

I 1 Check the weather forecast before heading out and dress 

appropriately for the conditions. 

II Check the vessel’s safety gear. 


A fter a few days camping close 
to Lake Nillahcootie just off the 
Midland Highway at Barjang, llija 
Tutic decided to take his two young 
grandsons, Mark and Michael, out 
fishing. 

It was a cool day, so they headed 
off with their boat from their camp¬ 
site wearing warm clothes, excited 
about the day ahead. 

At about 1.20pm the small 
aluminium boat they were in 
capsized, leavingthem clingingto 
a gum tree in extremely cold water 
about 300 metres from the shore. 

Hours passed until their 
frantic cries for help were heard 
by local farmer Vera Cleeland, who 
called Triple Zero (000) and raised 
the alarm. 

Leading senior constables Derek 
Smith and Christopher Jenkins of 
Mansfield police station got the call 
and headed straight out to the lake. 

“We knew where Mrs Cleeland, 
who had called police, lived and it 
was really close to the lake so we 
headed out there first. We saw 
Mr Cleeland who led us to the 
lake. Having that local knowledge 
was fantastic, ” Ldg Sen Const 
Jenkins said. 

After heading to their 
camp-site and speaking with 
MrTutic’s distressed wife, they 
quickly headed to where the boat 
was overturned. 

Wanting to get as close as 
possible, the police drove around to 
the other side of the lake. 

They could hear the desperate 
pleas of the group and saw them in 
the water. 

Sensing the danger of 
the three possibly drowning, the 
two policemen quickly decided one 
of them had to go into the 
freezing water. 


“I removed my equipment and 
clothing and headed out. I guess it’s 
just something you do. The water 
was pretty chilly but you just put 
that out of your mind,” Ldg Sen 
Const Smith said. 

He dove into the icy waters and 
swam about 300 metres to the 
stranded group and was met with 
frantic cries for help. 

Ldg Sen Const Jenkins knew 
there was more he could do out of 
the water. 

“Our aim was to get one of us out 
there to the group to make sure 
they didn’t drown and to try and 
keep their spirits up knowing that 
help was on the way. At this stage 
they had been stuck like that for 
a couple of hours, ” Ldg Sen Const 
Jenkins said. 

“I was able to contact the State 
Emergency Service straight away, 
as I knew they had a boat ready to 
deploy in situations like this.” 

The two children had their life 
jackets on, but their grandfather 
was struggling to stay above the 
water as he had lost feeling in his 
legs and could not speak due to 
how cold he was. 

“He didn’t have his lifejacket on 
and I was lucky enough to locate it 
and get it on him. This helped me to 
keep his head above water,” Ldg Sen 
Const Smith said. 

“There was certainly a lot 
of emotion out there and the kids 
were pretty scared, mainly for their 
grandpa who couldn’t swim, and 
was struggling without his 
lifejacket.” 


A man with a boat was seen just 
coming out of the lake not too far 
away from where the group was. He 
went back in and reached them. 

“The fisherman was able to get 
to them pretty quickly and get them 
back to shore safely,” Ldg Sen Const 
Jenkins said. 

“The grandfather was in a pretty 
bad way, after being submerged 
in the icy water for that amount 
of time and one of the boys was 
shaken up too. 

“Police spoke to the grandfather 
a few days later and he believed he 
probably would have drowned if he 
was by himself, but because he was 
so worried about his grandsons he 
held on.” 

Ldg Sen Const Smith said he just 
did what he knew he had to do. 

“Any other copper in that 
situation would have done the 
same, I knew they needed my help 
so I just got out there as quick as 
I could.” 

Ldg Sen Const Jenkins said 
policing a lake the size of 
Nillahcootie meant there were 
often mishaps on the water. 

“We get plenty of people 
down here fishing and sometimes, 
just due to weather changing, or 
different situations, people do get 
themselves in trouble in the water.”* 
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SUPERINTENDENT 
GEORGE FISK 
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OLD TIMERS 

.01 Superintendent George Fisk 
and Sergeant Ian Dunn have 
served 50 years with Victoria 
Police. 

.02 AyoungerSupt Fisk. 

.03 Sgt Dunn in his early 
policing career. 


A s Victoria Police continues to 
recruit people about to embark 
on an extraordinary career, meet 
the organisation’s two longest-ever 
serving members. 

Corporate Strategy and 
Governance’s Superintendent 
George Fisk and Heidelberg 
Prosecutions’Sergeant Ian Dunn 
started together as 16-year-old 
police cadets in 1962 at the old 
Police Depot on St Kilda Road. 

While their hair may be a bit 
thinner, the bodies not as agile as 
they once were, there is nothing 
wrong with either of the 66-year- 
olds’ memories. 


SERGEANT 
IAN DUNN 


Sgt Dunn still struggles to forgive 
Supt Fisk for having a go at him on 
their very first day for smoking. 

“I have given up now and he 
may have been right, but still I 
haven’t forgotten George calling me 
an idiot.” 

The two men have seen 10 
chief commissioners in their time 
and spent stints serving in the 
Australian Army. 

Reflecting on his 50 years 
in the job Sgt Dunn remembers his 
career fondly. 

While he worked at various 
stations and departments during 
his service, it was his career 
working on the crime cars, a sort 
of mobile Crime Investigation 
Unit (CIU) that attended serious 
incidents around the state, that he 
had the best of times. 



“I spent a lot of time on the crime 
cars and it was just fantastic. We 
attended any serious incident that 
happened such as armed robberies, 
murders, all the things the Cl Us do 
now. It was great days there.” 

Supt Fisk has spent his 
50 years in a range of operational 
and administrative roles. Flowever, 
his first day on the job as a 
probationary constable is hard 
to forget. 

“I passed out on the Friday and 
began duty on Sunday, 14 June, 

1964. This was the day The Beaties 
arrived in Melbourne.” 

Throughout his career, Supt Fisk 
worked at various police stations, 
with stints at CIUs, as well as 
a range of specialist positions 
such as heading up security at 
Government Flouse, capital works 
and property and as a planning 
officer, where he helped introduce 
computers to Victoria Police in the 
early 1990s. 

Fie now works in Corporate 
Strategy and Governance, as 
well as teaching workplace 
management to senior sergeants 
at the Victoria Police Academy and 
inspectors at the police training 
centre, Airlie. 

Sgt Dunn will slowly move 
towards retirement in the next few 
months, while Supt Fisk still feels 
he has a lot to offer Victoria Police. 

If you would like to embark 
on an extraordinary career visit 
www.policecareer.vicgov.au on 
the Internet. ■ 
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to go onto vacant Land and r#ach 
these ridefsj W he said. A 

“The motorbikes mean wffire 
able to go off-road.” 

Sgt Stein said many^licerlsed 
and unregistered motor&ke 
riders rode on the vacant land and 
police and the council often r got 
complaints from nearby residents. 

“We will respond to a specific 
complaint and get out there on the 
bikes and speak to the riders. If it 
is a first time offence they may be 
offered education, but other than 
that they will be fined.” 

Brimbank and Melton HWPs 
also run proactive operations over 
the school holidays and weekends. 

“If the riders see us out and about, 
then they will know we could turn 
up at anytime and will hopefully 
not ride in these places,” 

Sgt Stein said. 

Riders must be aged over 16 to 
have a motorcycle licence and all 
motorcycles must be registered to 
ride on the road. 


‘’However, even if you are licensed 
and registered, it is still illeg^>~ 
to ride a motorbik^cn private 
property without the consenjof 
the owner,” Sgt Stein said. 

“But for most of the ridors we 
deal with, we are finding tjney are 
not registered or licensed F and that 
is an issue.” 

People caught ridin^A/hile 
unlicensed will be fined $600 and 
those found riding ^'unregistered 
vehicle will receive a $150 fine. 

If the rider is found committing 
a serious offerTce, then the bike 
will be seized under the hoon 
legislation.* 


EDITORIAL JANAE HOUGHTON 
PHOTOGRAPHY SHANE BELL 


BRIMBAMKp^^ME^Or 
ACCESS iFF-ROADAREj 
DIRT BIKE RIDERS, THA# 
MOTORCYCLES. A 


m 

’OliceTJ^n now* 1 

PRONEiTO ILLEG^ 
5 TO TWO NEW % 


W ith plenty of large, 

underdeveloped, vacant areas, 
residents of the cities of Brimbank 
and Melton often complain about 
the noise and vandalism from 
illegal motorbike riders. 

To combat this issue, Brimbank 
and Melton Councils decided to 
fund two dirt motorbikes several 
years ago. The program has been 
so successful the councils recently 
funded two new KTM 525 
off-road motorcycles. 


BIKES 

.01 Brimbank police can now patrol 
hard to reach areas. 
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Archives 


From the 

A Piece of our Past 


HISTORY IN PRINTS 

EDITORIAL JANAE HOUGHTON 


SQUAD SHOTS 

.01 This graduation photo was taken 
in 1998 by Malcolm Brownlee. 


P hotographer and former 
policeman Malcolm Brownlee 
has spent decades snapping 
official Victoria Police graduations. 

His extensive collection has 
recently been donated to the 
Victoria Police’s Historical Services 
to add to the already extensive 
photo/image library database 
maintained by the unit. 

This collection of photographs 
and images from graduation 
ceremonies and other Victoria 
Police events is accessed daily 
by Historical Services staff for 
inquiries into family history, 
from authors, historians, film 
production crews as well as 
requests from police. 

Historical Services police liaison 
Officer, Sergeant Terry Claven said 
Mr Brownlee had recently donated 
thousands of images to the unit. 

“One of these donations included 
a lot of images and files relating to 
members and families taken at the 
Victoria Police Academy from the 
late 1990s to 2009. 


“This is just fantastic and 
will help us continue to preserve 
and promote the history of 
Victoria Police.” 

Historical Services staff 
and volunteers have been actively 
working over the past few years to 
digitise as many images 
as possible. 

The Photographic Processing 
Unit at the Victoria Police Forensic 
Centre has also been assisting with 
this process. 

“The public, as well as police 
members, ringthe Historical 
Services Unit to obtain copies of 
photographs for many reasons 
such as when they are arranging 
functions for those leaving the 
organisation, squad reunions, 
police station and family histories, 
and also for police funerals.” 

Mr Brownlee is well-known 
to many members havingtaken 
graduation photographs for 
decades while his business was 
onsite at the Academy. What is 
lesser known is that Mr Brownlee 
was a police member from 1966-69. 

Some of the other collections 
Mr Brownlee has donated included 
more than 10,000 images from a 
previous photographic company 
who had documented police 
graduations and significant events 
in the 1980s. 

Sgt Claven said Historical 
Services staff were always looking 
for relevant policing memorabilia 
and photographs, to help restore 
the organisation’s history. 

“If you have some photographs 
or other items that you think will be 
of interest to the Museum please 
contact us, we are always looking 
for new things.” 

To find a photograph on 
the computer database, contact 
the Victoria Police Museum on 
9247 5214. 



'a 


Victoria Police Museum 



Items relating to Victoria Police s 
history can be seen at the Victoria 
Police Museum, corner of Flinders 
and Spencer streets, Melbourne. 
Opening hours are from 10am 
to 4pm, Monday to Friday. Entry 
is free. For more information, 
telephone 9247 5214. 
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ON THE WATER 

.01 One of the Victoria Police’s 
modern offshore boats 

.02 A Water Police boat used in 
the 1960’s 



Now and Then 

WATER POLICE BOATS: 



While policing the state’s waterfronts, rivers, bays and seas has been 
done since the mid 1800s, Victoria Police took over this responsibility in 
1964, forming the Motor Boating Sguad. 




EDITORIAL JANAE HOUGHTON 

A t that time, the squad had limited 
duties, few staff and only three 
boats. Compare that to today’s 
Water Police Squad, which has 
three branches, a fleet of more than 
25 vessels and 66 members. 

The Motor Boating Squad 
changed its name to the Water 
Police Squad in 1980. A few years 
later Sergeant George Dixon joined 
the team and loved it so much he 
has spent 25 years there. 

With a love of the water and 
boats, Sgt Dixon has enjoyed seeing 
the vessels reliability and speed 
increase over the years. 

“Back when the Motor Boating 
Squad started, they had a couple 
of wooden, double ended boats 
called Bartenders, which were used 
for rescues. 

“These days we have a range of 
different size and style boats which 
includes jet skis and rigid hull 
inflatable boats, some of which are 
custom made. 

“When I arrived at the Water 
Police, we did have outboard 
motors, but they were far from the 
motors of today. They weren’t nearly 
as reliable. Now they are quieter, 
you don’t get fouling of the plugs 
and they emit fewer fumes.” 

Over the years the Water 
Police has acquired various boats 
to give the squad more offshore 
capabilities. 

In 1986 the squad obtained 
a 1 2.8 metre Bertram which gave 
limited offshore capability, but 
far less than that of the current 
Fearless, a 17m aluminium 
patrol vessel. 



Jet skis were introduced 
in 2002 with their main role being 
to combat other portable water 
crafts (PWC). 

“PWCs have been by far the 
biggest expanding sector of the 
boat market and with that comes 
more complaints,” Sgt Dixon said. 

“These crafts operate in shallow 
water, so jet skis are the only way 
we can get near people riding 
them illegally.” 

Some of the boats the Water 
Police use now range from a 
17 and 18m patrol vessel, to a 9.5m 
rigid hull Inflatable boat, powered 
by twin 350 HP outboard motors. 
There are also Port Security Vessels 
and trailer boats. 

Earlier this year, the Water 
Police launched three 18-seater, 
rigid-hulled inflatable boats 

These are purpose built, can 
cope with rough conditions and 
are used by the Marine Response 
Team to intercept and board ships 
at sea. ■ 
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STOP 

BUSHFIRE 

ARSON 


UP TO 50% OF 
BUSHFIRES MAY BE 
DELIBERATELY OR 
RECKLESSLY LIT. 

Source: Ao^incin^ BusJifcri Aram rrewfiimon m AuiUiilni F.fonflsJv SuMemaWcy HiMnuis .;MiQj 


Seen Something? 
Know Something? 
Say Something. 

Call Crime Stoppers 
confidentially on 1800 333 000 

Call Triple Zero (000) 
in an emergency 


CRIME 

STOPPERS 



P ^ ^ 
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VICTPIU I 0 i I C E 

PRE PARE, ACT. SURVIVE 

FiriReady”i 



